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This conference meets the requirements of the 
following professional standards:

Professional Standards for Queensland 
Teachers – QCT

Standard 1
• �Design and implement engaging and flexible 

learning experiences for individuals and 
groups.

Standard 4
• �Design and implement learning experiences 

that value diversity.

Standard 6
• �Support personal development and 

participation in society.

Standard 7
• �Create and maintain safe and supportive 

learning environments.

Standard 8
• �Foster positive and productive relationships 

with families and the community.

Standard 10
• �Commit to reflective practice and ongoing 

professional renewal.

Professional Standards for Teachers – EQ

Standard 1
• �Structure flexible and innovative learning 

experiences for individuals and groups.

Standard 4
• �Construct relevant learning experiences that 

connect with the world beyond school.

Standard 8
• �Support the social development and 

participation of young people.

Standard 10
• �Build relationships with the wider 

community.

About our presenters
Heather Barnes  has many years’ experience in delivering 
training to early childhood services in Victoria and other parts 
of Australia. She has worked in preschools, higher education 
and TAFE as a trainer for the National Childcare Accreditation 
Council and with the Gowrie Melbourne professional 
development team. Heather feels privileged to be able to 
support staff who are making a difference for children 
and families.

Daniel Donahoo is the author of Idolising children. He has 
worked across a wide range of community services, government 
and research organisations in the area of child and family 
policy and is a fellow at OzProspect – a non-partisan, public 
policy think tank. Daniel has worked as a professional clown, a 
childcare worker, toy librarian, a child road safety educator, an 
early childhood bureaucrat and researcher. In 2006 he ran the 
NSW Young Parents Forums for the NSW Government and is a 
contributor to Top 200 Technorati Blog: geekdad.com, where 
he writes about supporting children’s capacity for make believe 
through roleplaying games. 

Julie Dunn has worked in a range of educational contexts, 
from preschools to universities, but in all of these settings her 
focus has been on developing opportunities for learners to 
strengthen the power of their imaginations. Currently she is a 
senior lecturer at Griffith University, Brisbane, where she works 
with undergraduate and post-graduate education and applied 
theatre students. Julie’s research focusses on the relationship 
between play and drama. 

Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek is the Stanley and Debra Lefkowitz 
Professor in the Department of Psychology at Temple University, 
where she serves as director of the infant language laboratory 
and was the recipient of the Great Teacher and the Eberman 
Research Awards. Kathryn received her bachelors degree from 
the University of Pittsburgh and her PhD at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Her research in the areas of early language 
development and infant cognition has been funded by the 
National Science Foundation and the National Institutes of 
Health and Human Development resulting in 11 books and 
over 100 publications. Her book, Einstein never used flashcards: 
How children really learn and why they need to play more and 
memorize less (Rodale Books) won the prestigious Books for 
Better Life Award as the best psychology book in 2003.
Kathryn has a strong interest in bridging the gap between 
research and application. To that end, she served as an 
investigator on the NICHD Study of Early Child Care, is on 
the advisory board of the Alliance for Childhood, worked 
on the language and literacy team for the development of 
the California Preschool Curriculum, serves on the advisory 
board for CIVITAS and their Born Learning Series and is on 
the research council for America’s Promise, an organisation 
started by Colin Powell. She has been a spokesperson on early 
development for national magazines and newspapers.

Robyn Moore is a multi-skilled communicator who has 
been changing peoples’ perception through the power of the 
word for over 30 years. She has sold millions of dollars worth of 
products for thousands of Australian companies, entertained 
millions of Australians in this country’s longest running radio 
comedy, enchanted children in animation series that are seen in 
70 countries and is considered to be one of our top speakers at 

national and international conferences. Robyn was the National 
Communicator of the Year, is an Australia Day Ambassador 
for the Australia Day Council and the Australian Childhood 
Foundation, and is the National Patron of Make-A-Wish 
Australia.  

Dr Margaret Sims has worked for many years in the 
community with children, young people and families who are 
at risk or who have special needs. She is currently lecturing 
in children and family studies at Edith Cowan University 
and is acting head of the School of International, Cultural 
and Community Studies. She has three children and three 
grandchildren.

Dr Robi Sonderegger is a renowned clinical psychologist, 
best known as a dynamic keynote presenter. He is broadcast on 
radio to millions of listeners around the world, and is widely 
published in both the scientific arena and popular press. 
Contracted through the Commonwealth of Australia, Dr Robi 
spent a number of years developing and validating evidence 
based early intervention and effective treatment programs 
for behavioural and emotional disorders. Internationally, he is 
recognised as an expert consultant in trauma associated with 
war, exploitation and natural disaster. Dr Robi is also the chief 
executive of Family Challenge Australia – a nationally registered 
mental health charity that provides specialist psychology 
services in Australia and throughout the world.

Kathy Walker is a renowned Melbourne based educational 
consultant who conducts a range of professional development 
sessions throughout Australia for staff working across all sectors 
of early childhood and primary education, as well as a range of 
government organisations and parent groups. Kathy is formerly 
a university lecturer in education and author of the bestselling 
book for parents, What’s the hurry, as well as her latest book 
for teachers on the Australian Developmental Curriculum. In 
2008 Kathy was awarded a fellowship from the Australian 
Council for Educational Leaders for her extensive contributions 
to the improvement of student outcomes as teacher, lecturer 
and consultant. 

Suzie Woods has worked in child care for 24 years in long 
day care, OSHC/vacation care and occasional care in private 
and community based centres throughout Tasmania, Victoria 
and London. She has also worked as a TAFE teacher and her 
qualifications include Mothercraft Nurse Certificate (1985), 
welfare and childcare qualification, advanced diploma of 
children’s services, workplace trainer and bachelor of education 
in early childhood. Suzie was a validator for NCAC for seven 
years and has been a quality endorsed trainer since 2006.

Sarah Young explores ways of working with children and 
the arts, and specialises with three to five-year-old children 
using dance and drama to create stories that allow the 
children’s voice to be at the forefront of the work. She works 
with teachers and undergraduate teachers on how to plan 
for children using their interests and ideas. She teaches at the 
University of Melbourne’s ELC, two kindergartens with 
The Song Room – private sessions she runs in various settings 
all over Melbourne. Sarah has a masters degree in education 
and presents at the Lady Gowrie Training Department. She 
also lectures at Melbourne University, Deakin University and 
Swinburne TAFE in this area. 


