
 

Diary Dates 
Last Day Term 3—Friday 20/09 

Public Holiday –Monday 7/10 

First  Day Term 4 –Tuesday 8/10 

Pupil Free Days—Friday 18/10 and Monday 21/10 (orientation days for 2014 enrolments) 

Group A End of Year Family Celebration—Tuesday 3/12 5:15-6:30pm 

Group B End of Year Family Celebration—Thursday 5/12 5:15-6:30pm 

Last Day Term 4—Friday 13/12 

PAG (Parent Advisory Group) 

We hope that your children have been able to get a 

few people to sponsor them for our Walk-a-thon to be 

held at the Swell Sculpture Festival at Currumbin 

Beach.  Just to remind you, the details of this fundrais-

ing/social event are: 

Meet at  Currumbin Surf Lifesaving Club 
Wednesday 18th SEPTEMBER 3:30PM 

Walk to The Alley Rock 
Afternoon Tea/picnic in park opposite the Alley 

(BYO plate) 
Money raised will go towards Spring Gardening 

Programs and equipment at Kindy 
This promises to be a fun social event.  The Sculpture 

Festival will also delight children and adults with some 

cultural enrichment. We will use this experience to 

motivate and extend the children with their creative 

activities at Kindy in Term 4.  
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Student Teachers at our Kindy 

We like to support the develop-

ment of those who are training to 

work in Early Childhood.  During 

Term 4, we will be hosting a number of different stu-

dents ranging from High School students (completing 

a certificate 3 in Children’s Services), Tafe Students 

completing a Diploma in Children’s Services and an 

University Student completing a Bachelor of Early 

Childhood Education.   

Specific Information about the students with a  photo 

profile is always posted in our entry foyer.  All stu-

dents are closely monitored under the supervision of 

C&K Staff.  Students always add so much value to our 

day with the children, providing an extra listening ear 

extending children in their learning, and adding varie-

ty and new experiences to the program. 

Entry Foyer Safety 

Please be very careful when you 

are dropping off or picking up 

your child, that you do not allow 

any kindy children to slip through 

the entry foyer gate.  All children 

need to stay in the kindergarten 

room under the supervision of 

staff unless they are with their 

parents or other authorised carer. 

Shoes   Please remember to 

always bring a pair of closed in 

shoes for your child.  We would 

like to do some walks around the 

Elanora School Campus in Term 4 

to help with children’s transition to 

Primary School.  However, it is a OHS (health and safety) 

requirement that children wear closed in shoes (not thongs) 

on the school campus. 



Ready for school?... 

At this time of year our minds venture forward to the prospect of our kindy children starting big school.  It is only 

natural for parents to wonder if their child is ready for the academic , social and emotional challenges  of Primary 

School. 

I recently attended a seminar addressing the issue of  “Transition to School from Kindergarten.”  The keynote 

speaker was Associate Professor Kay Margetts from Melbourne University.  Kay has undertaken significant research 

and published widely in the area of children’s transition and adjustment to school. Her research provides important 

insights and evidence to support children, families and teachers as we prepare our children for this significant mile-

stone in their educational journey.  Her is a summary of her research: 

The biggest indicator of a child’s later success at school is determined, not by whether they can read and write be-

fore they start Prep, but by their social and emotional development.  Some of the key areas of social and emotional 

readiness for school include: 

 Self esteem, self confidence and motivation to help meet the expectations of the school, parents and peers. 

(We achieve this at Kindergarten through  role play experiences, group games, fostering a sense of belong-

ing and social cohesion.  Our play based approach to learning is the ideal context for children to acquire a 

positive sense of self at this age). 

 Independence in managing belongings, personal needs and time (this includes opening lunch containers, 

managing buttons and zips when toileting, keeping belongings in their bag etc.). (At Kindergarten, your child 

benefits from individual attention, a high ratio of adult to child, as we work towards increasing each child’s 

levels of independence.) 

 Social and emotional maturity to cope with the demands of the classroom, the playground, other children, 

teachers and the separation from home. (Kindergarten provides opportunities for children to participate as 

a member of the group, learn how to be good listeners, negotiate with peers, resolve conflicts appropriate-

ly, and express their own needs.) 

 Language and motor skills (including fine motor skills for writing), enabling the child to  participate fully and 

effectively. (a Language rich environment is offered at Kindy with to extend and support children in this 

area.  We also foster the child’s large and small motor skills from climbing—large motor, to play-dough 

and Lego—small motor.  Our many pre-literacy and emerging literacy experiences  lay down a necessary 

foundation and preparing children for the more formal literacy that they will encounter at Primary school). 

 Cognitive skills, including attention, memory, perseverance and curiosity for meeting academic challenges. 

(We support children in kindergarten with games, puzzles, planning, collaborating and problem solving 

together, as we encourage the development of higher order thinking skills.) 

 

I have been carefully monitoring each child’s development and progress throughout the year, providing support and guidance 

in any areas that may be of concern.  Please be assured that if I have any concerns about your child’s readiness to cope with 

the Prep curriculum and environment, I would have already approached you to discuss ways that we can support your child for 

school readiness. 

During Term 4, we will be having walks around the Elanora State School campus to look at key areas such as the Library, the 

Tuckshop, school Office, the Playground and some classrooms.  Even if your child is attending another school next year, the 

exposure to a Primary school environment and the discussions that we will be having about school, will still be a very valuable 

experience in helping your child to make that transition.  You will also be receiving some information about our Transition 

Statements.  Transition Statements provide a profile of your child to introduce them to their Prep Teacher.  Parents, children 

and the Kindy Teacher will all contribute to the Transition Statement to provide a valuable insight in your child’s progress at 

Kindy, personality, learning styles, and aspirations.  More information about the Transition Statements will be available later in 

Term 4. 

Suzette Ellison 

Teacher/Director– C&K Elanora Community Kindergarten 


