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Hashtag/Social Media 

Share your involvement in the Queensland 
Early Education and Care Conference via 

#ourchildren16
 

Conference APP 

The conference App will be released one 
month before the conference! Download 
the ‘Queensland Early Education and Care 
Conference’ App from the App Store. Build your 
own personal program for the day and don’t 
miss the opportunity to provide feedback after 
each session. During the conference come and 
see us at the registration desk if you require 
assistance.



FRIDAY 24TH JUNE

C&K Day provides a networking opportunity for staff 
as well as setting direction for the next 12 months. It 
is also the opportunity to celebrate our success, share 
stories and reflect on the past year.
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C&K Staff only. This is a compulsory day for all C&K Branch Directors and full 
program details will be provided on the day.

C&K DAY

7.45am Registration - Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre 

8.30am Welcome 

4.30pm Close 

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2016 FRIDAY 24TH JUNE 

OFFICIAL OPENING AND NETWORKING DRINKS

5.30pm Conference registrations open - Qld Performing Arts Centre 

6.00pm Networking drinks commence 

8.00pm Networking drinks conclude 



SATURDAY 25TH JUNE
Conference program day one

Day one of the official Conference program focuses 
on the stream ‘our Community‘. After our keynote 
speaker, Karni Liddell, we learn about partnerships 
with the community to better the lives of all children 
and families.   
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7.45am – 8.30am Registration - Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre

8.30am – 9.00am Welcome

   Keynote (9.00am - 9.55am)

9.00am – 9.55am
 
Karni Liddell

Keynote - Everybody has a Choice in Life Despite our Circumstances  
 
As a Paralympian, businesswoman, commentator, writer, counsellor, fundraiser and disability champion, Karni speaks to thousands of audiences 
around the world, encouraging them to think differently about how our choices in life shape our health, our success, and our attitude, despite 
whatever life circumstances we were given. Karni has an infectious and unique attitude on life and will deliver a powerful, authentic, down-to-earth 
presentation capturing her experiences of living with a progressive debilitating muscle wasting disease.

Karni was born with spinal muscular atrophy and has dedicated her life to changing people’s perceptions on disability.  Recently, she has been 
appointed the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) champion for Queensland.  The champion Paralympic swimmer, from Rockhampton, 
now has a powerful new platform from which to do it.  She will work with the Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services to 
ensure Queenslanders understand how the NDIS will change the way in which disability services are funded and delivered. 

   Morning Tea (10.00am - 10.45am)

   Concurrent Session One (10.45am - 12.00pm) Choose your session on the day

10.45am - 11.20am
 
Information to come

Information to come
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11.20am - 12.00pm
 
Michele Hoskins/ 
Dr Katrina Lines

Working Together to Raise Awareness to Prevent Child Abuse and Neglect  
 
This presentation will outline an example of how a community kindergarten can contribute to the wider community and improve outcomes for 
children who have experienced trauma through abuse and neglect.  It is also an example of how partnerships can benefit children and families.  
Act for Kids is committed to improving the well-being of Australia’s children.  Act for Kids is a not-for-profit organisation with the aim of preventing 
and treating child abuse and neglect. The organisation provides protective behaviours’ education for young children, early intervention family 
support, residential care services and integrated therapy for children who have suffered trauma from abuse and neglect.  Michele and Katrina will 
share their experiences from 2015’s Act for Kids Vietnam Challenge cycling, trekking and kayaking across Vietnam for seven days.  Their hope is 
to participate every

10.45am - 12.00pm 

Nadine McAllister and  
Ali Evans

Anti-Bias education: Why now and how now 
 
Now more than ever anti-bias education is critical to pedagogy and practice. This presentation will outline how the changing landscape has 
impacted the need to revisit anti-bias education and how this can be embedded in every day practice. A panel of early childhood professionals 
will share their thinking and insights on what anti-bias may look and feel like in practise through modelled professional conversations.

10.45am - 12.00pm

Hyanho Moser

Unstructuring Childhood: Free to Play in Nature, Free to Learn in Nature  
 
Our children’s lives have so much structure wrapped around them, and pressure for learning outcomes to be achieved. When do children today 
get to play freely? 
 
To achieve life satisfaction our children will need to love what they are doing. To love what they are doing they will need to be internally motivated. 
This is intrinsic motivation. Activity that is freely chosen, self-directed, independent, autonomously implemented, not controlled by adults, 
with no reward except the activity itself. This is the definition of intrinsic motivation and an unstructured childhood. Outdoor play provides the 
best opportunity for our children to create their play with wild abandon. During this presentation we will explore how outdoor play provides the 
perfect backdrop to develop intrinsic motivation, how self-directed nature play creates moments for learning, and how as educators we can be 
‘enchantment detectives’, looking for those moments to inspire intrinsic motivation in the children we serve. 

10.45am - 12.00pm
 
Annette Sax

 Building Strong Authentic Partnerships with Aboriginal Families and Communities 
 
Annette Sax, a Taungurung woman, will share Aboriginal Academic, Dr Sue Lopez-Atkinson’s research ‘Indigenous Early Childhood Curriculum 
& Self Determination.’  Hear the voice of Aboriginal parents and their experiences of ECE programs and “What they want for their Aboriginal 
children who attend early childhood services.”  This presentation will focus on programs that have worked collaboratively with local Aboriginal 
communities to strengthen the identity and well - being of Aboriginal children and families. Annette will share images of programs incorporating 
Aboriginal culture as part of the everyday curriculum.  Be inspired in this interactive workshop where you will have the opportunity to create an 
Aboriginal necklace using natural and recycled materials.
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10.45am - 12.00pm
 
Fiona Milburn Brown, 
Angela Lin, Robyn Fowler, 
Robyn Mercer

Rethinking Literacy  
 
Critical reflection underpins early childhood pedagogy. Educators reflect on children’s learning and theories that inform their educational program. 
Many educators have been challenged by the changing expectations of parents, Prep teachers and school principals requesting more specific 
skills - based learning in the early years learning environment. This has led educators to rethink their practice and consider different and more 
creative ways of providing learning opportunities for children to engage and learn about oral language, reading and writing while maintaining 
the integrity of early childhood education principles and practices.  This session will showcase three different approaches to supporting and 
progressing children’s learning in oral language, reading and writing.

10.45am - 12.00pm 

Leonie Symes

Building Community Capacity for Children and Families: The Queensland Platforms Project 
 
Early childhood education and care services are strongly embedded within a community. How can we work more collaboratively to strengthen 
outcomes and opportunities for children and families? What are effective partnerships and how can we work in more innovative ways? This 
presentation will describe the Queensland Platforms Project funded by the Queensland Government’s Department of Education and Training 
from June 2014 – December 2015. The project engaged the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute to work alongside three communities – 
Gympie, Laidley and Hatton Vale, and the Gold Coast – to bring together educators, other services and community members to explore and 
build collaboration guided by the Platforms service re-development framework.  The framework is grounded in the concept that communities are 
in a strong position to facilitate optimal early childhood development, and therefore are a natural place to start efforts to improve outcomes for 
children. However, local services can struggle to provide support to all families, particularly those with complex needs. This session will describe 
capacity building and share successes and challenges.

10.45am - 12.00pm
 
Sharon Mehan, 
Dr Kerryann Walsh,  
Dr Melinda Miller,  
Megan Gibson 

Reflective Practice  
 
This presentation draws on a 12 month research project between C&K and Queensland University of Technology (QUT) to detail the processes, 
research findings and key recommendations to support reflective practice in early years’ services. The project produced innovative QUT and 
educator practice vignettes, reflective practice frameworks, research and readings, and drew on education theory to support educator reflection 
as well as community reflection within services.

    Lunch (12.00pm - 1.00pm) Exhibitors and Sponsors
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   Concurrent Session Two (1.00pm - 2.10pm) Choose your session on the day

1.00pm - 2.10pm
 
Megan Jones

From Image to Practice  
 
When considering children’s participation, it is important to reflect on how practice aligns with our image of the child. The ways in which we afford 
children the opportunity to practice active citizenship and engage in co-decision making can highlight some of the ways in which what we say 
isn’t always what we do. This presentation will examine some practical examples that will allow you to revisit your thinking and make plans for 
greater children’s participation. 

1.00pm - 2.10pm 

Nadine McAllister

Reflective Practice Cards in Action: How to  Guide and Inspire Reflective Practice for All  
 
This practical session allows educators to have a ‘hands on’ play with a new resource, Reflective Practice Cards for Early Childhood Educators. 
Participants will be guided through the variety of ways that the cards can be used while exploring critical thinking.

1.00pm - 2.10pm 

Marina McLaren and 
Angela Kretz

Foundations to Flourish - Providing Therapeutic Transitions to School for Children who have Experienced Trauma 
 
The aim of the Act for Kids Early Education Program (EEP) is to improve the developmental and social emotional capacity of children who 
have experienced trauma and/or abuse, enabling them to develop the skills required to function and flourish in mainstream education settings. 
Children aged 2.5 to 5 years can participate in the program, with those aged 4-5 years participating in a pre-prep ‘Frog Group’. EEP teachers 
engage in trauma informed practice and incorporate the social emotional needs of the children into the academic curriculum.  Throughout the 
year the children are supported to develop the skills required to transition to Prep/Year 1 and in term 4 the EEP teachers establish collaborative 
partnerships with identified schools to further support this transition. This presentation will explore what trauma is and the impact of trauma 
on the developmental and emotional well-being of children. It will provide insight into strategies utilised to identify and address trauma related 
behaviours, and highlight therapeutic interactions.   Finally, the presentation will review the transition process between the EEP and mainstream 
schools, with a focus on collaborative practice and the sharing of information.  

1.00pm - 2.10pm 

Cecelia Wright

Learning about Inclusion in the Torres Strait – weaving, singing and yarning  
 
This session will include an introduction to the Torres Strait Islands’, culture, community, language and authentic educational resources for 
educators which have been developed by Torres Strait artists and storytellers.   We will include one to two (time dependent) educational and 
practical experiences which can be implemented in services embedding Torres Strait Islander cultural practices.  There will also be a workshop 
which provides the participants to ask the questions they have always wanted to ask.   The workshop aligns with the National Quality Standards 
and Early Years Learning Framework focusing on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural inclusion.  

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2016  SATURDAY 25TH JUNE 
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1.00pm - 2.10pm 

Rosemary Reuille Irons

Many Mathematics Stories  
 
Mathematical learning begins naturally in each child’s interactions and explorations of daily life. Books and stories are part of the rich kindergarten 
environment. This workshop will present ideas for supporting mathematical concepts through stories and activities related to stories. Early 
childhood educators’ confidence in reading stories and asking reasoning questions provides the best opportunity for children’s development of 
mathematical concepts. This presentation will look at some key concepts to support mathematical learning.

1.00pm - 2.10pm 
 
Samuel Gourley and  
Sally Fitzgerald

Child Development as a Foundation for Early Learning  
 
Research has long supported the idea that a child’s development has a direct influence on their educational capacity. Recent research suggests 
that up to a third of children currently in early learning may be behind their motor, cognitive, behavioural or language milestones. This has 
become an alarming trend, particularly over the past 10 years, leading to an ever-increasing need for developmental intervention by allied 
health professionals when children enter school.  How might this have happened? What are the fundamentals of child development that we 
should expect to see in the first five years? How does this link to educational goals within, and beyond the Early Learning service? How does a 
developmental focus help me from day to day in my work? How can we better include and support those children with developmental disorders? 
All these questions are addressed in this engaging and motivating presentation by Samuel Gourley (Occupational Therapist), a professional in 
the field of child development and education. Samuel will teach how to identify issues early, provide support from day to day within the service 
and when it’s time to seek help from a professional.  In addition to this, educators will also learn strategies to manage behaviours and support 
inclusion of children with developmental disorders.  

1.00pm - 2.10pm 

Dr Catherine Wade

Parent Engagement in Early Education and Care: Why is it important, is it happening and how can we improve it?  
 
Parents play a critical role in children’s early learning. Parents impact on children’s learning through the home environment and through 
involvement in formal education and care settings. Supporting parents to become more involved in their children’s learning is an important 
function of early education and care providers. Dr Wade will present evidence for the importance of parent engagement in children’s learning., 
Results of an analysis of existing data examining the frequency of parenting behaviours and attitudes in Australian families that have been found 
to impact on children’s learning will be presented. In addition, feedback from early education and care providers and government departments 
regarding innovations in measuring parent engagement will be discussed. We will explore what services are currently doing to engage parents with 
children’s learning, how providers are collaborating with families and what strategies have the potential to increase engagement.

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2016  SATURDAY 25TH JUNE 
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   Concurrent Session Three (2.15pm - 3.25pm) Choose your session on the day

2.15pm - 3.25pm 

Robyn Mercer

Connecting Families, Communities and Educators  
 
Distance, differing work hours such as shift work or Fly in Fly out (FIFO), English as a second language, and different family dynamics can create 
unique challenges for families and communities to meet face to face with educators. Through the use of mobile technologies, online tools such 
as Skype, social media and electronic portfolios, information about a child’s learning can be more easily accessible to families. Technology has 
opened up many possibilities to stay connected. This session will share educators practices and showcase creative responses to connecting and 
collaborating with families.

2.15pm - 3.25pm 

Lisa McDonald

School readiness and Transition to School  
 
Based on a recent research project focussing on school readiness, participants will explore how to conduct their own small research project which 
will draw on current literature and research in the areas of “school readiness” and “transitions”. In addition, discussion will be facilitated focusing 
on potential results of their studies. In particular, attention will be drawn to the possibilities of building stronger bonds with local schools as well 
as more formally exploring thoughts, ideas, opinions, observations and assumptions of parents and whether there is broad agreement about the 
ways in which the centres are preparing the children in their transitioning to school. In conclusion, the benefits which arise from this preliminary 
research will be further discussed with a view to consolidating, building on and expanding understanding and processes intrinsic to “school 
readiness.”

2.15pm - 3.25pm 

Andrea Hurley and  
Donna Neaves

Linking with Libraries  
 
First 5 Forever is a State Government funded universal family literacy program aimed at supporting stronger language and literacy environments 
for young children from 0–5 years and their families. First 5 Forever directly supports parents and primary caregivers to be confident as the child’s 
first and most important teacher, and provides parents with increased access to information and resources through public libraries. The First 5 
Forever program aims to build effective partnerships and engage with early childhood services, and in doing so, work collaboratively to develop 
innovative programs that strengthen literacy outcomes and opportunities for children and families. This workshop will outline Brisbane City 
Council’s committed approach to implementing the First 5 Forever program in Brisbane’s 33 libraries in the broader Brisbane metropolitan area. 
Participants will discover what libraries offer to support family and community wellbeing and how early childhood educators can strengthen this 
link.  It will provide an opportunity for participants to consider and explore innovative ways their service could engage both directly and indirectly 
with libraries with the aim of establishing and maintaining diverse learning opportunities into the future.  Brisbane City Council is keen to develop 
collaborative relationships that contribute to child friendly communities which support, influence and raise community awareness, of the important 
role both the family and community play in developing language and emergent literacy from birth. 

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2016  SATURDAY 25TH JUNE 
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2.15pm - 3.25pm 

Cherie Lamb,  
Ranu James,  
Dr Rekha Prasad,  
Elle Hughes

 EMBRACE Culture in Kindy - Reflections of Our Learnings  
 
The EMBRACE Culture in kindy programs aims to increase kindergarten participation for children from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
and Culturally and Linguistically Diverse backgrounds. The program works with community-based organisations in 14 priority locations across 
Queensland to provide support to both kindergartens and local communities.  In the last two years the EMBRACE program has promoted 
cultural diversity through professional development for educators, resource development and information dissemination. The team has also 
worked to remove barriers to kindergarten participation through policy development and supporting strong linkages between community and the 
early childhood sector.  The EMBRACE team will share their learnings and experiences about embedding culturally diverse practices to create 
kindergarten programs that are culturally safe, culturally inclusive and culturally appropriate.

2.15pm - 3.25pm 

April Schipke and  
Carrie Smith

Relate and Respond  
 
This presentation and reflective workshop follows the journey of the Mareeba community who worked in a collaborative partnership, using 
an overarching relational leadership model. Community, school and early years services came together to work in partnership to strengthen 
outcomes, reduce vulnerability and increase opportunities for young children and families. The use of AEDC, community, school and census data 
provided a starting point that allowed reflective discussion about the suitability of the Mareeba community to roll out the Abecedarian Approach. 
The Abecedarian Approach was the conduit. It provided the common language across all sectors, a consistent process and an innovative pathway 
to support the journey of a child’s transition from home through to early years and onto school. 

2.15pm - 3.25pm 
 
Jess Wilson

Growing Together – creative strategies for linking children and families with complex needs with professionals and other supports in their 
communities  
 
Educators are seeing an increasing complexity in the needs of children and families in 2014. In 2015, C&K services had a 28% increase over 
the previous year, of enrolments of children with complex emotional and social behaviours.  C&K led a related research project for Queensland 
Department of Education Training and Employment in 2014, which looked at ‘Improving workforce capability and service delivery responses to 
children with complex emotional and social behaviours within an early childhood education and care setting’. Confirmed by research findings, this 
presentation examines the stressors, educators in early childhood education and care face working with children and families with complex needs. 
The presentation will discuss ways in which existing C&K services have adapted and grown to meet the needs of children with complex needs 
and examine the role of early childhood educators working alongside family support and allied health professionals. The session will invite seminar 
participants to contribute to the ongoing development of a service model and share their learnings for building connections between ECEC, 
community partnerships and children and families with complex needs.

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2016  SATURDAY 25TH JUNE 



QLD EARLY EDUCATION & CARE CONFERENCE 2016  10

2.15pm - 3.25pm 

Kaylene Henderson

Using an Attachment Model to better understand children’s emotional needs, our own responses and how we can collaborate effectively 
with families  
 
In this presentation, early childhood professionals will gain an overview of the acclaimed Circle of Security model - a relationship based model for 
understanding children’s emotional and attachment needs. They will learn basic neuroscience theory which will help explain why adults respond to 
children’s needs the way they do. This will lead on to reflection in the following areas: Do we, as professionals, struggle with meeting any of these 
important needs? Why might this be? How can we better support and strengthen our relationships with children? How might this understanding 
guide how we work with parents? How can we collaborate more effectively with parents to create better long term outcomes for children? This is 
an informative, reflective and inspiring session for all early childhood professionals. It also adds greater depth to the content already covered in 
the ‘Raising Good Kids’ online courses. This presentation draws on some of the same content covered in the half day workshop presented at C&K 
earlier this year.

   Keynote Address

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Anne Douglass

Nurturing Leadership from the Field: A Transformative Model for Change  
 
Early educators are uniquely poised to lead the improvement and innovation we need in early care and education today. New research on 
relational forms of leadership affirms the many ways each of us, individually and collectively, can take action to drive change.  Discover three key 
steps for nurturing leadership for excellence to transform outcomes for children, families, and communities.  

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2016  SATURDAY 25TH JUNE 
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C&K EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION AWARDS

6.00pm Pre-Dinner Drinks - Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre

6.30pm Awards dinner commences

11.30pm Awards dinner concludes
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SUNDAY 26TH JUNE
Conference program day two

Joining with the largest children’s festival in the 
Southern Hemisphere, Out of the Box the conference 
today focuses on ‘our children’. This is a practical day 
of experimental learning with creative and innovative 
workshops to inspire you and the children you work 
with. 
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8.30am Registration - Qld Performing Arts Centre

9.00am  Welcome

   Keynote (9.00am – 10.30am)

9.00am Keynote – To be revealed

   Morning Tea (10.30am - 11.00am)

   Group One:  You will be divided into groups and be advised of your allocated group at the time of registration

11.00am - 12.00pm 
 
Performance

Creature – A re-telling of Dot and the Kangaroo  
 
Creature is a new interactive digital and physical theatre experience based on the much loved Australian story, Dot and the Kangaroo.  Discover 
the magical landscape of the Australian bush as you’ve never seen it before, where large scale 3D projections of familiar animals spring to life 
and respond to the dance and aerial performers on stage.  How long before this unique native wildlife disappears as humans encroach on their 
habitat?  Creature invites you to step into an enchanting world to explore how human actions affect the Australian environment.

   Lunch  (12.00pm – 1.00pm)

1.00pm
 
Workshops

Out of the Box Festival Workshops  
 
We are currently selecting a number of workshops from the Out of the Box Festival program for educators to undertake. To support your learning 
outcomes, you will be provided a facilitated learning guide to complete on your journey.  You will be guided around in small groups taking part in a 
selection of workshops while observing children creating and watching them at play.

Please visit the website for workshop information. www.outoftheboxfestival.com.au

We will update you shortly with the workshops we have confirmed and the full program of activities.

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2016  SUNDAY 26TH JUNE 
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   Group Two: you will be divided into groups and be advised of your allocated group at the time of registration

11.00am - 1.00pm
 
Workshops

Out of the Box Festival Workshops  
We are currently selecting a number of workshops from the Out of the Box Festival program for educators to undertake. To support your learning 
outcomes, you will be provided a facilitated learning guide to complete on your journey.  You will be guided around in small groups taking part in a 
selection of workshops around the cultural precinct and observing children creating and watching them at play.

Please visit the website for workshop information. www.outoftheboxfestival.com.au

We will update you shortly with the workshops we have confirmed and the full program of activities.

   Lunch Break (1.00pm – 2.00pm)

2.00pm – 3.00pm 

Performance

Creature – A re-telling of Dot and the Kangaroo  
 
Creature is a new interactive digital and physical theatre experience based on the much loved Australian story, Dot and the Kangaroo.  Discover 
the magical landscape of the Australian bush as you’ve never seen it before, where large scale 3D projections of familiar animals spring to life 
and respond to the dance and aerial performers on stage.  How long before this unique native wildlife disappears as humans encroach on their 
habitat?  Creature invites you to step into an enchanting world to explore how human actions affect the Australian environment.

   Closing Panel 

3.00pm – 4.00pm 

Panel

Closing Panel  
 
Delegates comes together to discuss the day’s activities and how their learnings will be put into practice.  The panel will be revealed shortly! 

http://www.outoftheboxfestival.com.au
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KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS

Karni  
Liddell 
 
Karni Liddell’s journey to become one of Australia’s most successful 
Paralympians began a lot differently than most elite athletes, as she 
was born with a degenerative muscle wasting disease called Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy. Her parents were told that their first-born child 
would never walk, crawl or live past her teenage years. 
 
Karni established herself as one of Australia’s most successful Paralympic 
swimmers, competing at three Olympic Games. She broke her first World 
Record at the age of 14 and went into the Sydney Paralympic Games as 
the fastest woman in the world for all her events.  She regards being one 
of the captains of the Paralympic team at the Sydney 2000 Games her 
greatest achievement.  
 
Karni has raised over $1 million dollars throughout her career for the 
various disability charities she supports.  
 
Karni, now a Social Worker, is the National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS) QLD Ambassador. She sits on the United Nations Women’s Board, 
is a member of Dame Quentin Bryce’s Domestic and Family Violence 
Council, and is currently a radio broadcaster, social commentator and 
highly acclaimed keynote speaker.  
 
Karni has been awarded the Pride of Australia medal; has won the 
Queensland Teacher and Trainer of the Year and has recently been 
awarded the Alumni of the Year by the QUT Faculty of Health. 
 
Karni’s 2014 TED speech, A Happy Baby, received a standing ovation and 
has been watched by over 10,000 people around the world.  

Anne  
Douglass 
 
Anne Douglass, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Early Care and 
Education at the University of Massachusetts Boston where she 
directs the Bachelor’s Degree Program in Early Education and Care in 
Inclusive Settings, and the Post-Master’s Certificate Program in Early 
Education Research, Policy, and Practice.  
 
Dr. Douglass’s teaching and research focus on family engagement, 
professional development, quality improvement, and leadership.  She 
studies relational organisational systems, and how they contribute to 
early educators’ capacity to apply new knowledge to improve their 
teaching practices and partnerships with families.  Her leadership work is 
dedicated to the design of programs and systems that support educators’ 
individual and collective leadership for improvement and innovation. 
Her research has been published in a wide range of academic journals, 
and she presents nationally and internationally at academic, policy, and 
professional meetings.  Dr. Douglass brings almost 20 years of expertise 
as an urban early educator to this work, as a teacher, administrator, trainer, 
and organisational consultant.  She received her PhD from the Heller 
School for Social Policy at Brandeis University, her master’s degree in 
education from the Harvard University Graduate School of Education, and 
her bachelor’s degree in political science from Wellesley College. 
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Michele Hoskins and 
Dr Katrina Lines 

Michele has been the Teacher/Director at C&K Mermaid Waters for the past 12 years. In 2015 she participated in the Act for Kids Vietnam Challenge 
- a personally life changing experience which will also change the lives of at least 35 abused and neglected Australian children. As a group of 11 
intrepid trekkers, cyclists and kayakers Michelle and her group smashed their fundraising goal by raising over $70,000!!! 
 
Dr Katrina Lines is the Executive Director of Services at Act for Kids. Katrina is a psychologist by profession and has a PhD in children’s cognitive, 
social and emotional development. Her role includes developing, implementing and evaluating child abuse prevention and intervention programs. 
Katrina also participated in the Act for Kids Vietnam Challenge.

Alison Evans and 
Nadine McAllister

Alison is Education, Inclusion & Wellbeing Manager with the Crèche and Kindergarten Association Limited (C&K). Alison has over 25 years of 
experience in Early Childhood Education and Care in multiple roles. Her current position includes overseeing curriculum, with a particular interest in 
inclusion and wellbeing research and innovation. Alison is an experienced trainer and leads teams to support best practice in early childhood and 
inclusion, and is passionate about leadership and social justice.  
 
Nadine is Principal Advisor, Pedagogy and Curriculum with C&K. Nadine has held numerous roles within early childhood education including, 
teacher, director, educational leader, curriculum advisor, university tutor and professional development consultant. Nadine has a strong personal 
and professional commitment to social justice and the rights of children and brings this lens to her work supporting educators in their curriculum 
implementation. Nadine also has a special interest in supporting new educators to grow and develop in their work with children and families.

Hyanho Moser Like most children of his generation, Hyahno spent most of his leisure time outside. It therefore came as no surprise to his family when he chose a 
career in Outdoor Education. For 10 years, Hyahno was involved in devising, facilitating, teaching and leading young people through world-class, 
outdoor education programs, using adventure and nature to teach children vital life-skills. Hyahno is passionate about nature play and believes the 
Nature Play program is a positive and practical way to ensure children participate in outdoor unstructured play, delivering the myriad of benefits this 
type of play offers their physical and emotional wellbeing. Hyanho is currently the Program Manager for Nature Play Qld.

Annette Sax Annette is a proud Taungurung woman from Victoria, who has been working in Aboriginal Early Childhood Education for 25 years.  She has operated 
Yarn Strong Sista (YSS) an Aboriginal Education Consultancy for 15 years.  YSS conducts Aboriginal  professional development storytelling 
workshops, and promotes Aboriginal educational resources which are made in consultation with Indigenous communities.

Fiona Milburn Brown, 
Angela Lin,  
Robyn Fowler,  
Robyn Mercer

Our presenters are experienced early childhood educators currently working in C&K branch services: Angela Lin, Director/ Teacher at C&K Regents 
Park, Fiona Milburn-Brown Director /Teacher at C&K Allora Community Kindergarten, Robyn Fowler Director / Teacher at C&K Stretton and Robyn 
Mercer C&K Principal Advisor, Curriculum and Pedagogy. Educators have a diverse range of experience creative ways of providing learning 
opportunities for children to engage and learn about oral language, reading and writing. 
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Leonie Symes Leonie leads the Training and Development Unit, at the Centre for Community Child Health, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute in Melbourne. 
She oversees the development and delivery of training programs and has supported communities across Australia to implement collaborative 
approaches at a local level, based on the ‘Platforms’ framework. Leonie is an experienced trainer and facilitator. 

Sharon Mehan,  
Dr Kerryann Walsh

Sharon is a Project Coordinator within the Learning and Development team at C&K.  She is currently working on two large scale projects, a research 
project around Reflective Practices with QUT and the Long Day Care Professional Development Program (LDC PDP).  Over 15 years she has held 
many positions within C&K both at a service level and at an administrative level.  Sharon believes strongly in providing positive outcomes and 
experiences for children, families and educators. 
 
Dr Kerryann Walsh is an Associate Professor in the School of Early Childhood at Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane. Kerryann has been 
involved in the delivery and evaluation of professional learning initiatives across a wide range of disciplines.

Megan Jones Meg is the Regional Manager for C&K’s West & North Coast Region and combines a passion for children’s research especially child led research. 
Meg has worked with a range of service types within early years education during her 20 year career and additionally has significant experience in 
community development and advocacy work.

Nadine McAllister Nadine is the Principal Advisor Pedagogy and Curriculum.  Prior to working in this role Nadine has held numerous roles within early childhood and 
care sector including, teacher, director, university tutor and professional development consultant. Nadine’s passion is supporting teachers to grow 
and develop in their work with children and families and advocating for the rights of children.

Marina McLaren and 
Angela Kretz

Marina holds a Bachelor of Education and is the EEP Teacher at Act for Kids. Marina has extensive experience in the teaching field and is committed 
to supporting children who have experienced trauma both therapeutically and academically to ensure they receive the best possible educational 
journey. 
 
Angela holds a BA (Hons) in Behavioural Science and is the Program Coordinator for Therapeutic Programs at Act for Kids. Angela has extensive 
experience within the human services field and is committed to providing therapeutic support to children and young people who have experienced 
trauma.

Cecelia Wright Cecelia is a leading multicultural trainer, communicator and champion for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education and inclusion.  Cecelia 
is also the founder of Cultural Inclusions providing authentic and unique Torres Strait Islander Resources and Education workshops for the early 
childhood sector.  Originally from Thursday Island, Cecelia is dedicated to ensuring storytelling and language remain embedded in Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children’s learning.
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Rosemary Reuille Irons Rosemary is a consultant and curriculum developer for mathematics education specialising in early childhood. Rosemary has written a wide range of 
innovative and practical early childhood resources to help young children build their mathematical understanding. She believes in children’s natural 
curiosity and is inspired by their eagerness to investigate and communicate.

Samuel Gourley and 
Sally Fitzgerald

Samuel and Sally are Paediatric Occupational Therapists from Imagine Therapies. Their expertise lies in helping children meet their full potential 
in school and other educational settings. Sam and Sally have spent significant time training teachers, early childhood educators and health 
professionals to understand the fundamental links between child development and education.

Dr Catherine Wade As Principal Research Specialist with the Parenting Research Centre, Catherine leads a program of research and evaluation focused on examining 
and creating evidence aimed at understanding the influences on and effects of parenting practices across a broad cross-section of families and 
settings, including vulnerable populations.

Robyn Mercer Robyn is a Principal Advisor, Curriculum and Pedagogy.  She has previously worked as an Early Childhood Advisor supporting a range of service 
models across the state. In 2012, Robyn was part of the C&K research team investigating how newer technologies can be introduced into curriculum 
and programming.   

Lisa McDonald Lisa recently completed her MEd (Early Years) at QUT.    Working for both Education Queensland and C&K in culturally diverse environments, she 
has developed a strong interest in preparing children for ‘school readiness’.  Lisa believes in building relationships with local schools as well as 
building a partnership with parents as children prepare to transition to school.  

Andrea Hurley and 
Donna Neaves

Andrea and Donna are early childhood teachers with over 20 years’ experience in the early childhood education sector in a range of settings. 
Andrea’s experience includes: Long Day Care, TAFE, Family Day Care, In Home Care, and as a Quality and Policy Advisor. Donna has worked both 
nationally and internationally as a teacher, trainer and advisor with a diverse range of communities and cultures. Both Donna and Andrea currently 
work for the Brisbane City Council implementing the First 5 Forever program, a literacy program funded by the state government, across 33 libraries 
in Brisbane.  
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Cherie Lamb, Ranu 
James, Dr Rekha 
Prasad, Elle Hughes

Cherie is the Program Leader of the EMBRACE – Culture in Kindy Program for the Queensland Council of Social Services (QCOSS). Cherie has 
worked in the not-for profit sector for over two decades, running early intervention and prevention programs which facilitated access for all families 
to schools and early childhood settings. 
 
Ranu is a Project Facilitator for the EMBRACE culture in Kindy project delivered by the Queensland Council of Social Service (QCOSS).  EMBRACE 
aims to increase kindergarten participation for children from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and Culturally and Linguistically diverse 
backgrounds. 
 
Dr. Rekha Prasad is a Program Facilitator for the EMBRACE Culture in Kindy Program at QCOSS. In this role she has promoted cultural diversity 
in Queensland through professional development training for educators, resource development and information dissemination.  She also supports 
strong linkages between community and the early childhood sector 
 
Elle is an Early Childhood and Community Development professional.  She joined EMBRACE program at the start of 2015, with over twenty years’ 
experience working in culturally appropriate education programs to improve outcomes for vulnerable young children, in Aboriginal Australia, Africa 
and Asia. 

April Schipke and 
Carrie Smith

As Director of Early Childhood Education and Care in Far North Queensland, April has a focus on regulation and transition from birth to eight years’. 
Collaboration and collective impact is at the forefront of her thinking with the best possible outcomes for our children and families.
 
Carrie is the Far North Queensland Abecedarian 3A Project Officer for the Department of Education and Training. 

Jess Wilson Jess joined C&K as General Manager, Business Development and Strategy in May 2014 having worked in the Human Services sector for over fifteen 
years across government and not-for-profit sectors. Working with a wide range of stakeholders Jess’s  focus is on developing, and implementing 
innovative models of service delivery that improve outcomes for children, families and communities. 

Kaylene Henderson Dr Kaylene Henderson (MBBS FRANZCP Cert C&A Psych) is a Child Psychiatrist, member of the Australian Association for Infant Mental Health and 
developer of the ‘Raising Good Kids’ online course series for parents and early childhood professionals. She is passionate about sharing research-
based information which betters the lives of young children.  
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