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QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2018 

The 2018 Early Education & Care Conference is a unique platform for discussion and critical reflection 
and will attract close to a thousand people from around the country to look at the roles that imagination, 
language and diversity play in the early childhood education and care sector.

Celebrating Diversity 
“Educators who are culturally competent 
respect multiple cultural ways of knowing, 
seeing and living, celebrate the benefits of 
diversity, and have an ability to understand 
and honor differences’ - (EYLF: p.16)

Every child and every family has a different 
story. The celebration of diversity in the 
early years and in addition to an inclusive 
environment can be life-changing for children. 
We need to uphold all children’s rights to have 
their culture, identities, abilities and strengths 
acknowledged and valued. This strand of the 
conference will pose questions such as - Does 
every child feel they belong? How do you 
know? In terms of ethics – how much difference 
are you truly open to? How does your history 
impact on you? How does your history impact 
on me? Educators, researchers, academics, 
and students will share
innovative practices, research methodologies 
and findings.

Inspiring Imagination 
“Imagination is more important than 
knowledge.” - Albert Einstein
 
In the early childhood sector we embrace the 
importance of play, children’s agency and 
children’s rights. And we place great value on 
the creative process and children’s exploration 
of ideas as they develop their imagination.  
This strand of the conference will cover the 
following areas – ways of seeing the arts, social 
justice, play-based programs and pedagogies 
and creativity and imagination.

Cultivating Language 
“Language identifies who we are and where 
we come from. We use the languages we 
speak to express all that we feel and know. 
When we lose a language, we lose the 
unique knowledge and perspectives of the 
people that speak it”. - Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies & 
Jack Buckskin

Language development is vital for children as 
they exchange information with others in a 
meaningful way. This strand of the conference 
will cover the following areas - languages and 
identities, early literacy being more than reading 
and writing and, language learning in families 
and communities.



Hashtag/Social Media 
Share your experience at the 2018 Queensland 
Early Education and Care Conference via 

#inspiringimagination
 

Conference APP 
The Conference APP will be released one month 
before the Conference! Download the ‘Queensland 
Early Education and Care Conference’ APP from 
the APP store. Build your own personal program 
for each day of the Conference and don’t miss 
the opportunity to provide feedback after each 
session. Also don’t forget to come and see us at 
the Conference Registration Desk if you require 
assistance at any time during the Conference. 
 
 Register Today!
www.candk.asn.au/conference2018



THURSDAY 28th JUNE 

Bus Tour 3.30pm  6.00pm  
 
Departing from Rydges South Bank

In line with this year’s Queensland Early Education & Care Conference theme – Inspiring 
Imagination, Cultivating Language, Celebrating Diversity, C&K has arranged a bus tour to
two services including C&K Strathpine South Childcare and C&K Willmore Preschool.
 
The bus tour will include a short talk from the Director at each service, showcasing how 
they work with children, their families and their local communities. There will be time for
delegates to view the indoor and outdoor learning environments at both services.

This bus tour is FREE and can be booked and selected with any registration type when 
booking. Please call the conference hotline on (07) 3513 2578 if you would like to add this 
tour to your existing registration.

Time Activity
3.20pm Arrive at Rydges Hotel, Grey Street, 

South Bank
3.30pm Depart for C&K Strathpine South 

Childcare
4.00pm Arrive C&K Strathpine South Childcare
4.05pm Afternoon Tea is Served
4.45pm Depart for C&K Willmore Preschool
5.05pm Arrive C&K Willmore Preschool
5.35pm Depart for Rydges Hotel Grey Street, 

South Bank 
6.00pm Arrive Rydges, South Bank



FRIDAY 29th JUNE 
C&K Day  8.30am  5.00pm

C&K staff only. This is a compulsory day for all C&K Branch Directors and we also invite 
Affiliate Directors to attend. A detailed program of activities will be provided on the day.
 
C&K Day provides a unique networking opportunity for staff and a great forum for people 
to come together to set the direction for the year ahead. It is a chance to hear directly 
from C&K’s executive leaders  about how the organisation is tracking. It is also our yearly 
opportunity to celebrate C&K’s successes, share stories and reflect on the past year.

C&K Day Plaza Terrace Room 
7.45am Registration  
8.30am Welcome
5.00pm Close
 
 
Welcome and Networking Drinks

 
 
Plaza Terrace Foyer, BCEC

5.00pm Open 
7.00pm Networking Drinks conclude



SATURDAY 30TH JUNE
Conference Program Day One

On the first day of the conference, we will be focusing on the three areas of our 2018 Conference 
Program – Inspiring Imagination, Cultivating Language and Celebrating Diversity. Our first keynote 
speaker academic, author, and feminist Dr Susan Carland, will talk us through the changing world 
in which we live in and offer some advice on how to broaden children’s views through diversity.  
Through the lens of contemporary Australia, topics such as gender and anti-bias will be on the 
agenda and there will be discussion about how educators can introduce these areas to children 
and families within their communities. Following on from this, you will have a range of practical 
and engaging workshops to choose from throughout the day – everything from cultural inclusivity 
to ‘Music and Movement Are More than Child’s play’. The day will conclude with sought after 
Australian comedian, author and artist Anh Do, who will inspire your imagination with his ideas on 
creativity and diversity, and share stories about his work and life experiences. 

7.30am-8.25am Conference registrations open
8.30am-9.00am Welcome
9.00am-10.00am Keynote Speaker – Dr Susan Carland
10.00am-10.30am Morning Tea
10.30am-11.35am Concurrent Session 1
11.35am-12.35 pm Concurrent Session 2
12.40pm-1.40pm Lunch
1.40pm – 2.40pm Concurrent Session 3
2.45pm – 3.15pm Afternoon Tea
3.15pm – 3.50pm Keynote Speaker – Anh Do 
3.50pm – 4.00pm Conference Close



Don’t miss this dedicated Loose parts space. This is a walk in 
experience where you can interact with the materials at any time 
throughout the day. As well as the interactive elements there are 
scheduled workshops, please check out the concurrent sessions 
for details. 
 
Loose parts provide unlimited play opportunities for young children. Simon 
Nicholson originally proposed loose parts as open ended materials that could be 
used and manipulated in different ways (Nicholson 1971). Loose parts supports 
dynamic and multi-dimensional nature of young children’s learning as they  
investigate, discover and problem solve through experimental trial and error play.
 
Loose parts can be many different materials such as wood, fabric, metal, paper and 
natural materials that can be moved around from one place to another to support 
children’s emerging ideas. Materials maybe small objects such as stones, CDs, 
buttons, string, material, bangles or larger objects such as pipes, small cable reels, 
sticks. The presentation of loose parts acts as provocations and invitations for play, 
curiosity, wonder engagement and discovery. With a thoughtful and intentional 
approach, loose parts can expand schema learning such as transporting, trajectory, 
transforming, and connecting Loose parts can be organised by colour, shape, 
texture, patter or design.
 
Our space is an opportunity to explore, experience and think about how this might 
be used in your environment. Come and  join us and our Loose Parts partners 
Reverse Garbage and the State Library of Queensland.

Loose parts play 
An experiential room | M4
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7.45am  8.30am  Registration – Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre Plaza 
Terrace 
Foyer

8.30am  8.40am Welcome to Country Plaza 
Terrace 
Room

8.40am  9.00am  
 

Julie Cross

Welcome 
 
Back by popular demand, our MC for the day is the inimitable Julie Cross. Julie is not 
just an MC, she’s an entertainer and a storyteller renowned for her sparkle and her 
enthusiastic audience engagement. She’s spent more than two decades empowering, 
educating, energising and entertaining people including global corporate leaders.  
Julie connects with her audience through her passionate and unique presentation 
style.  Her recent book ‘Parenting a Child on the Spectrum’ is a collection of 
inspirational stories – including her own and those of 25 other authors.

Plaza 
Terrace 
Room

  Keynote (9.00am - 10.00am)

9.00am  10.00am
 

 

Keynote  
Dr Susan Carland 

If you’re a fan of television or radio current affairs programs, you will probably have 
seen or heard the dynamic Dr Susan Carland in action. One half of Australia’s most 
recognised Muslim couple, (husband Waleed Aly is a host of tv’s The Project), Susan 
has a PhD from Monash University’s School of Social Sciences, and is a lecturer and 
researcher at Monash’s  National Centre for Australian Studies. Her teaching and 
research expertise are in gender, sociology, contemporary Australia, and the modern 
Muslim experience. She hosted the ABC Radio National series Assumptions, is a 
regular Friday panellist on ABC TV’s News Breakfast program, and has appeared 
on Q&A, The Drum, The Project, Lateline, 7:30, Studio 10, Compass, and the Agony 
series on ABC. She has written for a range of media and her most recent book 
Fighting Hislam released in 2017, looks at women, faith and sexism.  Last year she 
was named a ‘Woman of Style’ by InStyle magazine for her community and charity 
work, and she has been named on the 20 Most Influential Australian Female Voices 
list and on the 500 Most Influential Muslims in the World list.  An engaging speaker, 
Susan will talk about the changing world in which we live and offer some advice on 
how to broaden views through celebrating diversity.  

Plaza 
Terrace 
Room
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  Morning Tea (10.00am  10.30am)

  Concurrent Session One (10.30am  11.30am)

10.30am - 11.30am
 

Rory O’Connor 
 
Rory O’Connor, a Yugambeh Traditional 
Owner and CEO of the Yugambeh Museum 
Language & Heritage Research Centre.

Session 1  Jingeri! Indigenous languages… why bother and how to...

Rory O’Connor, a Yugambeh Traditional Owner and CEO of the Yugambeh Museum 
Language & Heritage Research Centre will give you an insight into why our First 
Nations Peoples language is important for all students and how you can use 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language in the classroom. 
 

Plaza 
Terrace 
Room

10.30am  11.30am
 

Ricki Menzies 
 
Ricki Menzies supports the health and 
community sector on LGBTI awareness 
and inclusivity. Her passion for the health 
and wellbeing of the LGBTI community 

was ignited when she ‘came out’ in 2001. Prior to working 
on the Healthy Communities program at the QLD AIDS 
Council (QuAC), Ricki delivered education on sexual health 
and drugs, and was  a sex educator for FPQ and a student 
health promotion officer at Gympie Women’s Health.  In 
her current role, Ricki designs and delivers professional 
development on LGBTI health issues. Ricki’s volunteer 
work has been recognised with several awards.

Session 1  Rainbow Families in Early Childcare

With the increase in access to Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) and 
Altruistic Surrogacy and Adoptions for LGBTI people, we are seeing a big increase 
in ‘Rainbow Families’. This presentation will explore who Rainbow Families are, the 
discrimination they face, and how you can make your service more LGBTI inclusive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P1
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10.30am  11.30am 
 

Stephanie Smith 
 
Stephanie has a background in psychology 
and is passionate about supporting 
individuals to find their true value and 
meaning. She supports staff in the early 
childhood sector to know their internal 

motivator  through training, mentoring and collaboration.

Session 1  Promoting Cultural Inclusivity 
 
The ability to identify culture allows us as individuals to know and understand our 
personal beliefs, values and morals. A child’s life will be impacted through the 
connections they make and the values they hold. This interactive, hands-on workshop 
explores ways of teaching culture. Children can learn about culture through food, 
clothing, holidays, history or music. This workshop will challenge you  and you, will 
walk away confident in your ability to include culture in your planning and explore this 
journey with the child, with their families and with the community.  The beginning of 
partnerships and cultural inclusion starts with you!
 

P2

10.30am  11.30am  

Adrian Pattra 
 
Adrian Pattra is an educator and founder of 
Farran Street Education. With a Master of 
Education (Educational Psychology) from 
the University of Sydney, he focuses on 
building high performing teams of 

educators. He believes that developing and supporting 
high quality, passionate educators is the key to quality 
outcomes for children. 

Session 1  See Me Beautiful – Cultivating Character Strengths in Educators
 
In our busy, fast-paced world it’s easy to forget that inspired young minds, requires 
educators who are; open to ideas, see strengths in each other, and take the time to 
explore possibilities.   In this amusing presentation, we explore character strengths 
-  the positive parts of your personality that impact how you think, feel and behave. 
They are the keys to you being your best self and they can promote environments 
which foster imagination, creativity and play. This presentation will aim to bring out 
YOUR character strength and help you understand which strengths can be used to 
foster ideas, creativity and imagination. 

P3

10.30am  11.30am

Dr Deborah Harcourt

Deborah has an extensive career in 
early childhood education as a teacher, 
academic, researcher and consultant. She 
has been involved in examining children’s 

rights as a co-researcher in national and international 
projects and  has been an investigator of the Reggio Emilia 
project since 1994, particularly the way in which it upholds 
children’s rights as everyday practice.

Session 1  Children’s Rights to be Heard and Their Opinions Actively Sought 
 

This presentation will focus on ‘ways of seeing’ and takes up Vandenbroek’s notion 
that “opinions matter”. Drawing on a number of research projects, undertaken with 
children 3-5 years of age, the presentation will explore Articles 12 and 13 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and look at children’s 
competence to share views and opinions and working with informed consent in 
research. Two international studies will be shared, including how quality is measured 
by children in Singapore and Italy as well as an examination on how a group of 
Australian children constructs rights. Participants will be encouraged to critically 
reflect on their own practice.  

P4
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Cherie Lamb 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

Session 1  Working with Children with Refugee-Related Trauma: An Ecological 
Approach
 
Children from refugee backgrounds are one of the most developmentally vulnerable 
population groups in Australia, yet they remain significantly underrepresented in early 
childhood education and care services in Queensland. More effective responses to 
working with young children with refugee-related trauma and greater recognition 
of the plight of their families are required. In drawing on case studies of children 
from refugee backgrounds in early childhood settings, this presentation focuses on 
indicators of wellbeing to discuss the complex interplay of the behaviours exhibited 
by the child, their parents’ refugee experience, and the societal and economic 
conditions which have impacted on their families in resettlement. These rare insights 
into the experiences of families with refugee experience in ECEC are drawn from a 
qualitative study  conducted with 55 participants through interviews and focus groups 
from Logan, South Brisbane, Toowoomba and Lockyer Valley regions.  

P5

10.30am  11.30am 
 

Rebecca Maclean 
 
Rebecca Maclean has a passion for the 
arts and currently works as a public 
program officer for Bundaberg Regional 
Galleries.

Sandi Lascelles  
 
Sandi currently works as a Children’s 
Services Manager with C&K. Sandi, a 
Churchill Fellow, has recently travelled 
through Canada and the USA with her 

research and has a strong interest in global education 
principles. Sandi has over 20 years’ experience in Early 
Childhood education and is an advocate for all children 
and their right to access a quality early childhood 
education.

Session 1  Not All Glue and Glitter: Children’s Perspectives on Community 
through Meaningful Arts Engagement 
 
Engaging over 300 children across 10 regional C&K services, the ‘Our Town’ project, 
a partnership between Bundaberg Regional Galleries and C&K, used meaningful 
arts engagement opportunities to develop a body of art to be exhibited in a public 
exhibition. The purpose was to present to the community a child’s perspective of 
the region in which they reside. A variety of art techniques were used, including 
printmaking, photography, textiles and assemblage arts. The secondary focus for 
the project was to enhance a sense of belonging for the child and their family and to 
form a connection and engagement in the wider community. The resulting exhibition 
opened during the annual ‘CRUSH’ arts and cultural festival and was testament to the 
power of giving voice to the future generation. 

M4 
Loose 
Parts 
Room

  Concurrent Session two (11.35am - 12.35pm) Choose your session on the day

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2018  SATURDAY 30TH JUNE 
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11.35am  12.35pm 

Vivienne Williams 
 
Vivienne is the founder and principal of 
Kids Matters Occupational Therapy. She 
graduated from the University of 
Queensland in 1997 and has worked in 

paediatrics since then. Besides managing the practice, 
Vivienne works with children with a range of 
developmental challenges including those who struggle to 
play - children with Autism, executive function, 
developmental and anxiety challenges. 

Session 2  Inspiring Imaginative Play (for kids who don’t know how to play)
 
Play is the language of childhood and is crucial for cultivating language, emotional 
development, creativity, thinking, problem-solving, social skills and interaction, yet 
some kids do not seem to know how to play with their imagination. This presentation 
will unpack how imaginative play challenges can present, including controlling 
behaviour, scripted representation from TV or books, excessive physical play outside 
or with structured games like puzzles. The components of imaginative play will be 
broken down and examples, hints and tips will be shared around how to help a child 
with play challenges to develop an imagination. 

Plaza 
Terrace 
Room

11.35am  12.35pm
 

Alison Evans  
 
Alison Evans is C&K’s  Education, Inclusion 
& Wellbeing Manager. She has over 25 
years’ experience in Early Childhood 
Education and Care and her current 

position includes overseeing the curriculum, research and 
innovation strategy together with inclusion and wellbeing. 

 Di Homer 
 
Diana Homer is a Principle Advisor for 
Wellbeing and Inclusion at C&K. With many 
years of teaching across early childhood, 
primary and children’s services with TAFE 

Queensland, she has has also been an assessor with the 
national quality standards across the state, a facilitator of 
all types of in-service workshops and a rural remote 
teacher throughout Queensland for 12 years. Diana has 30 
years’ experience in early childhood education and holds 
an Associate Diploma in Early Childhood, a Bachelor of 
Education, and is currently completing her Masters in 
Indigenous Education.  

Session 2  Building a Shared Vision of Inclusion 
 
Exploring concepts of inclusion through a shared community of practice - the aim 
of the project is to develop curriculum and shared understandings about excellence 
in ECEC, developing models, pedagogies and strategies that are inclusive and 
that recognise and celebrate differences. Preliminary analysis suggests that the 
establishment of communities of practice has resulted in a heightened sense 
of purpose and commitment to children that respects, reflects and celebrates 
cultures and diversities.  Educators perspectives will be shared including short clips 
showcasing thinking and practice. 

P1
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11.35am  12.35pm
 

Raquel Redmond 
 
A practicing visual artist, Raquel Redmond 
has more than 25 years  experience  
researching, developing and teaching art 
programs aimed at young children and also 

conducts in-service programs for early years educators. 
She directed programs for the ‘Out of the Box’ children’s 
festival from 1992 to 2000. Raquel is the Director of Brava 
Art Press. 

Session 2  Learning and the Arts:  Exploring Textiles with Young Children
 
From a very young age children love to experiment with colour. Colour is a source of 
fascination -  mixing colours, unlocking colours, discovering and experimenting with 
paint is a kind of magic that children love. Paint is a wonderful art material for young 
children to discover colour. 

This workshop will offer educators strategies to support young children to express 
with paint.  Traditionally children paint with paint brushes, but there are also different 
tools they can safely use - sticks from the garden, feathers, sponges, etc. Participants 
will be encouraged to be imaginative and to freely ‘interpret’ a subject. 

P2

11.35am  12.35pm 
 

Elise Easdown 
 
Elise is an Occupational Therapist with 
experience working in Education QLD, 
QLD Health and in private practice. Elise’s 
background and life experience have given 

her a passion for child development in particular, the 
importance of play in natural environments, the benefits of 
combining movement and music, the importance of 
inclusiveness and cultural diversity and, the power of 
installing a growth mindset in children. 

Session 2  Music and Movement are More than Child’s Play
 
Children are naturally interested in music and movement. Moving to music gives 
children the opportunity to express themselves through their body, engage different 
areas of their brain and activate the movement based systems necessary for healthy 
child development and future academic learning. Elise found through her clinical 
work, that many children lacked the foundation movement skills required for play, 
socialising and learning. Elise will present on the foundation gross and fine motor 
movement skills and sensory abilities for 3,4 & 5 year olds and the future implications 
for the child when they are under developed. A demonstration will then be provided 
on the new and exciting Movement and Music screening program and accompanying 
CD with Lah - Lah’s Big Live Band. 

P3
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11.35am  12.35pm 
 

Des Crump 
 
Des’s family and cultural links are from 
South-West Queensland, at the top end of 
the Kamilaroi Nation. Prior to establishing 
Dhinawun Consultancy, he worked with the 

Queensland Education Department for 21 years – as  a 
Teacher, Secondary Guidance Officer, in Administration, 
and in Policy and Curriculum Development.  He specialises 
in curriculum development, Aboriginal language and 
cultural studies programs and professional development 
and is currently the Indigenous Languages Coordinator for 
the State Library of Queensland. 

Session 2:  Cultivating Language  the SLQ Experience
 
This session will look at how the State Library of Queensland (SLQ) is supporting 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities to revive and grow their language. 
Out of an estimated 125 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages and dialects 
in Queensland, only three are considered to be ‘thriving’!  Learn about how SLQ 
works with communities and some of the exciting innovations with young children to 
bring language back to life.

P4

11.35am  12.35pm
 

Anaik Doyle 
 
Anaik Doyle works within the Early 
Childhood Cultural Inclusion team at MDA. 
This team assists ECEC services to engage 
with and meet the specific needs of 

children and families from culturally and linguistically 
diverse (CALD) backgrounds.  Her current role is in 
supporting kindergartens who are working with families 
from refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds. Aakifah 
Suleman is an Occupational Therapist at MDA who has 
spent the last decade working in the multicultural sector, 
primarily with families from refugee and asylum seeker 
backgrounds. 

Session 2  The Importance of Sensory Strategies with Children from Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) Backgrounds
 
Anaik Doyle from MDA examines the critical role of early childhood educators in our 
increasingly globalised and intercultural society. Anaik will share how we can all assist 
in supporting the participation and inclusion of children from diverse backgrounds. 
In this workshop we will explore and examine the importance of using sensory 
strategies to settle and include children from CALD backgrounds. The workshop will 
focus on providing key insights to how the background and culture of these children 
may impact their response to the ECEC environment.  
• Sensory perspectives – why is it relevant?
• Understanding the journey of children from refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds
•  The sensory experiences of CALD children in ECEC and their relationship to being, 

belonging and becoming
• Sensory strategies for settling and promoting a sense of belonging. 

P5
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11.35am  12.35pm
 

Kasey West 
 
Kasey has over 18 years’ experience 
working in the Early Childhood sector and 
is currently Director at C&K Wilston 
Community Childcare Centre. Her  passion 

is particularly with the birth to three, and she teaches from 
a holistic, inclusive approach that embraces individual 
needs, settings and requirements.

 Devi Surendran 
 
Devi has extensive experience and 
knowledge in early childhood education 
and is eager to share her enthusiasm and 
passion with educators, children and 

families. She has a bachelor’s degree in Biomedical 
Sciences but went on  complete a Graduate Diploma in 
Teaching in Early Childhood and is passionate about 
project based learning and  inspired by Reggio Emilia s 
Teaching and Development.   

Session 2: The Curious Minds of Children  Enhancing Play in Early Childhood 
Environments
 
Children are born leaders, with a natural curiosity to figure out how the world 
works and an eagerness to explore, discover and figure things out. Early childhood 
educators have the responsibility to support and reinforce this innate curiosity to 
give children the confidence to develop their own theories about the world. The 
environments we provide for children need to be engaging, natural and beautiful, 
but they should also be places where children, particularly infants and toddlers, are 
free to explore and create.  Be inspired by hands on approaches to setting up a 
loose parts play learning environment that engages C&K’s Birth to Three Approach, 
Schemas and STEM in the early years. 

M4 
Loose  
Parts  
Room 

  Lunch (12.40pm - 1.40pm)

  Concurrent Session three (1.40pm - 2.40pm) Choose your session on the day
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1.40pm  2.40pm 

Ariadne Lack
 
Ariadne Lack, a wellbeing and resilience 
psychologist is passionate about helping 
early childhood educators cultivate 
resilience and wellbeing by harnessing 

children’s strengths. Ariadne has a Degree in Psychology, 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Educational Psychology and 
a Masters in Applied Positive Psychology and loves to 
deliver engaging, experiential, evidence based workshops. 

Session 3:  Language and Identity
 
Strengths Based Learning (SBL) focuses on identifying and understanding what 
children are naturally good at, what they do when they thrive — before we focus 
on their weaknesses. This presentation will apply strengths-based learning in early 
childhood to deepen children’s identity, cultivate wellbeing and build resilient learners.    
SBL encourages positive appraisals of daily events and cultivates positive moments 
to boost learning. This workshop will provide the latest research and insights into the 
benefits and practice of SBL, hands on experiences of SBL activities and  practical 
evidence based activities for educators. 

Plaza 
Terrace 
Room

1.40pm  2.40pm 

Dr Betty Wong 
 
Dr Betty Wong is Assistant Professor at the 
Department of Early Childhood Education, 
The Education University of Hong Kong. 
Her ongoing research interests include 

inquiry into the teaching and learning of art from children’s 
and teachers’ perspectives and voices.

Session 3:  Free-Hand Paper Cutting from Nature
 
Paper cutting is one of the Chinese folk arts. A group of early childhood teachers 
in mainland China explored the possibility of integrating creativity and child-
centeredness into paper cutting, namely free-hand paper cutting (FHPC). Two Early 
Childhood Education (ECE) students in Hong Kong learned about FHPC during 
a Beijing study tour and were fascinated by the approach.   In this workshop, the 
project supervisor will present their story and the basic idea of free-hand paper 
cutting, whilst participants will experience free-hand paper cutting with Hong Kong 
student teachers. 

P1

1.40pm  2.40pm 

Raquel Redmond 
 
A practicing visual artist, Raquel Redmond 
has more than 25 years’ experience 
researching, developing and teaching art 
programs aimed at young children and also 

conducts in-service programs for early years educators. 
She directed programs for the Out of the Box  children s 
festival from 1992 to 2000. Raquel is the Director of Brava 
Art Press.  

Session 3:  Painting and Drawing with Paint  Painting from Nature
 
From a very young age children love to experiment with colour. Colour is a source 
of fascination -  mixing colours, unlocking colours, discovering and experimenting 
with paint is a kind of magic that children love. Paint is a wonderful art material for 
young children to discover colour. This workshop will offer educators strategies to 
support young children to express with paint.  Traditionally children paint with paint 
brushes, but there are also different tools they can safely use - sticks from the garden, 
feathers, sponges, etc Participants will be encouraged to be imaginative and to freely 
‘interpret’ a subject. 

P2
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1.40pm  2.40pm 
 

Robyn Mercer 
 
Robyn Mercer is a Principal Advisor, 
Curriculum and Pedagogy for C&K. As an 
educator, she began using technology in  
early years programs in the 1990s. In 2012, 

Robyn was part of the C&K research team, investigating 
how new  technologies could be introduced into 
programs.

 Tracy Moir  
 
Tracy Moir is an Education Practice Advisor  
with C&K with experience in kindergartens, 
early primary years and more recently 
supporting and mentoring educators in 

childcare. Tracy is passionate about books, literacy, 
expressive arts and early learning.     
 

 Will Jones  
 
Will Jones has been an Education Practice 
Advisor with C&K in Far North Queensland 
for the past 17 years. She has over 38 
years’ experience in Early Childhood 

Teaching and Education and is passionate about services 
provided to children, their families and their community.  
Will’s passion, advocacy and deep knowledge of children, 
teaching was acknowledged with the 2016 QCT Betty 
Watts Memorial Medal for her ‘Outstanding Contribution to 
Teaching’ Award. 

Session 3  The Power of Stories
 
Stories create a shared space to connect with children and to connect children with 
their world. Stories come in many different forms– storybooks, oral stories, fables, 
dreamtime stories, rhymes and songs. Stories can be a powerful means to build 
knowledge and understanding of self and others. Research shows the importance of 
reading for early language development to develop vocabulary, phonemic awareness, 
and literacy for future learning. This presentation will consider other opportunities 
for learning when educators carefully consider the interests children have and what 
is not raised or spoken about … How might we begin conversations with children 
and families about inclusion and diversity, acceptance, respect and tolerance? 
What current issues are happening around sustainability, cyber safety, health and 
wellbeing? Participants will explore and work together to find deeper learning within 
stories to begin conversations with children on social justice. 

P3
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1.40pm  2.40pm 

Alisa Cleary 

Alisa  is the Coordinator Professional 
Learning Programs at the Brisbane based 
Global Learning Centre (GLC). She delivers 
training and resources in Global Citizenship 
Education to Queensland educators 

working in the early childhood sector through to high 
school. Alisa is currently developing the program Global 
Citizenship Education: a passport to social cohesion . 
  

Session 3  Do we All Belong
 
If social cohesion is the bond or ‘glue that binds us’, how would you describe the 
cohesiveness of the communities you belong to? Does everyone feel they belong? 
According to the 2017 Scanlon Foundation national survey,  there are discriminatory 
trends that pose a threat to our cohesiveness and have serious implications for 
teacher practice. Join Alisa to: examine the key findings of the 2017 Scanlon 
research; participate in a discussion about social challenges occurring in local 
contexts and take home evidence-based strategies aligned with the EYLF to develop  
students as critically aware 21st century global citizens. 

P4

1.40pm  2.40pm 

Jennifer Ribarovski & Molly Rhodin 

Jennifer Ribarovski is Managing Director of 
JR Education Consulting Services. She has 
over 30 years’ experience in the sector and 
has worked in a broad range of different 
roles, but is most proud of being a ‘squishy 

grandma ; a title recently bestowed on her by a four-year-
old child in a centre.
 
 

Molly Rhodin 

Molly Rhodin is an ‘outside the circle’ 
consultant who has proudly been involved 
in the sector for nearly 30 years in many 
diverse roles. Known for her practical, 
energetic and highly entertaining approach, 

Molly inspires educators and leaders through her popular 
consultancy service, Down to Earth Practical Solutions.’
 

Session 3  Belonging - It Depends 
 
The concept of belonging is a key feature of the Early Years Learning Framework. 
This has resulted in a renewed focus on inclusive practices in services. Working 
inclusively with young children builds a sense of community and understanding of 
the differences of people, a focus on their strengths, and a sense that everyone has 
a valued place and contribution to make in Australian society. However, there is one 
group that is often absent from the conversation, and they are the homeless. Both in 
the ACT and NSW, and indeed around Australia, as housing affordability declines, the 
rate of homelessness is becoming a significant social problem. In response to this, 
both Molly Rhodin from Down To Earth Practical Solutions and Jennifer Ribarovski 
from JR Education Consulting Services embarked on a project with centres initially 
in the ACT & NSW, to bring the voices and opinions of children about homelessness 
to the forefront. The project expanded at the end of 2017 to include children from 
Western Australia and South Australia. Initially stemming from a child’s question, this 
project has developed to include the collective voices of children nationally.

P5
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1.40pm  2.40pm 

Wendy Small 

Wendy is the Workshop Program 
Coordinator at Reverse Garbage 
Queensland (RGQ). Through her work with 
RGQ, she has championed the creation 
of environments that allow children to be 

creative and explore problem solving through creative 
play.  Guided by her long-standing interest in education, 
arts, cultural diversity and environmental issues, Wendy 
has enjoyed an extensive career in art and environmental 
education, teaching both children and adults. She has 
taught in remote indigenous communities, mainstream 
schools, and been a part of the State Government’s Great 
Barrier Reef environmental projects. 

Session 3  Reverse Garbage 
 
Join Reverse Garbage Queensland (RGQ) for a fun, hands-on workshop with a 
focus on loose parts. Learn about how high quality industrial discards, diverted from 
landfill, can be repurposed, combined and joined into an endless variety of creative 
constructions. We will talk about RGQ’s approach to sustainable creativity through 
reusing materials and how educators can set up a loose parts area in classrooms to 
enhance your art and craft program and stimulate children’s imagination. Participants 
will then have a chance to make their own creation out of a range of stimulating 
materials sourced from the waste stream.

M4 
Loose  
Parts  
Room

 Afternoon Tea (2.45pm - 3.15pm)

  Keynote Address

3.20pm  3.50pm 
 
 
  

Keynote  
Anh Do 
 

He has endeared himself as one of Australia’s most sought after stand-up comedians. 
He is also a talented writer, actor, artist, producer and the bestselling author of The 
Happiest Refugee: A Memoir, which charts his journey from a starving refugee at 
the age of three to a successful commercial lawyer to one of Australia’s best-loved 
entertainers. Anh Do has been awarded Australian Book of the Year with sales in 
excess of 400,000. Join us and be entertained, inspired and uplifted by this very 
special Australian.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plaza 
Terrace 
Room
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C&K EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION AWARDS

6.00pm Pre-Dinner Drinks  
Plaza Ballroom Foyer 

6.30pm Dinner Commences
Plaza Ballroom 

11.30pm Awards dinner concludes 
Plaza Ballroom

 

QLD EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CONFERENCE 2018  SATURDAY 30TH JUNE 

INNOVATION AWARDS &
C&K EXCELLENCE 
2018
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SUNDAY 1st JULY 
Conference Program Day Two

Joining with the largest children’s festival in the Southern Hemisphere, the Out of the Box festival focuses on our three conference themes Inspiring 
Imagination, Cultivating Language, Celebrating Diversity. This is a practical day of experimental learning with creative and innovative workshops to inspire 
you and the children you work with. Watch out for the email on the 15th June to submit your tour choice. Tour details are on page 23 & 24.

Tour 1 - 2yr olds
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration 

& Morning 
Tea

Lyrebird 

10:00am Madame 
Lark

Studio 2

11:00am Duck Cremorne 
Theatre

12:00pm Yawar Playhouse 
Green

1:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 2 - 2yr olds
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration 

& Morning 
Tea

Lyrebird 

10:00am Yawar Playhouse 
Green

11:00am Baby Play Lyric Lounge
12:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
1:00pm King of Kids Studio 2
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 7- Experience
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration 

& Morning 
Tea

Lyrebird 

10:00am Jarjums Throughout
11:00am Here I Am Playhouse 

Balcony 
Foyer

12:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
1:00pm Yawar Playhouse 

Green
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 3 - 4 yr olds 1
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration & 

Morning Tea
Lyrebird 

10:00am Airplay Concert Hall
11:00am Guru Dudu Cascade 

Court
12:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
1:00pm Duck Cremorne 

Theatre
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 4 - 4 yr olds 2
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration & 

Morning Tea
Lyrebird 

10:00am Airplay Concert Hall
11:00am Guru Dudu Cascade 

Court
12:00pm Yawar Playhouse 

Green
1:00pm Lunch Lyrebird 
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 8 - Play
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration 

& Morning 
Tea

Lyrebird 

10:00am Slapdash 
Galaxy

Studio 1

11:00am Dance… 
Like No One 
is Watching

Melbourne 
Street Green

12:00pm Airplay Concert Hall
1:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 5 - 6yr olds 1
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration & 

Morning Tea
Lyrebird 

10:00am Before, During, 
After 

Lyric Foyer

11:00am Arrival Playhouse 
Theatre

12:00pm Here I Am Playhouse 
Balcony 
Foyer

1:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 6 - 6yr olds 2
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration & 

Morning Tea
Lyrebird 

10:00am Here I Am Playhouse 
Balcony 
Foyer

11:00am Dance… Like No 
One is Watching

Melbourne 
Street 
Green

12:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
1:00pm Arrival Playhouse 

Theatre
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 10 - Mixed Bag 2 
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration & 

Morning Tea
Lyrebird 

10:00am Dance… Like 
No One is 
Watching

Melbourne 
Street Green

11:00am King of Kids Studio 2
12:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
1:00pm Yawar Playhouse 

Green
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

Tour 9 - Mixed Bag 1
30 People
Time Activity Venue
9:30am Registration & 

Morning Tea
Lyrebird 

10:00am Dance… Like 
No One is 
Watching

Melbourne 
Street Green

11:00am Before, 
During, After 

Lyric Foyer

12:00pm Airplay Concert Hall
1:00pm Lunch Lyrebird
2:30pm Keynote & 

Plenary
Playhouse

SUNDAY- tour choices
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Show  
Descriptions   Madame Lark
2 years and above 
 
See Madame Lark with her musical-
saw as she takes vocal flight at Out 
of the Box. Madame Lark’s childhood 
was what you’d call peculiar. Her spot 
of synesthesia meant boring old objects 
became imbued with sound.
Naturally, she’s turned this into a 
talent where she can whip up vocal 
interpretations of things like a hat or a 
chair...but her fascination is mostly with 
hair. Along with her unusual allure to 
hairstyles and shapes, Madame Lark has 
an affectionate and surprisingly accurate 
interest in replicating the guttural 
chatter and warblings of the bird calls 
around us. Madame Lark is played by 
multitalented Australian artist Christine 
Johnston, best known as one third of 
The Kransky Sisters. She will delight all 
ages with her harmonious symphony of 
ridiculousness. 
 Duck
From 2-5 years 

This intimate theatre production is a 
world premiere created by the Out of 
the Box Festival. Duck is yellow and 
raggedy, smells like a blanket, feels soft 
and woolly, and can do nothing without 
his hero, and his best friend. Everything 
is rosy, until one day Duck goes 

missing... Duck is a simple yet heartfelt 
story of friendship and love showing us 
that we need others as much as they 
need us. This world premiere adaptation 
of Janet A. Holmes’ touching book, 
illustrated by Jonathon Bentley, is about 
the beloved things in our lives, and who 
we are without them. A truly beautiful 
story to share with those you love. Little Yawar 
Any age 
 
Little Yawar* is a gathering for 
jarjums. Welcome to the biggest 
little gathering of jarjums (children) 
you are ever likely to see. Little Yawar 
celebrates our jarjums from various 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
clans across Queensland. The gathering 
is a place to share and celebrate their 
culture. From traditional to contemporary 
song, dance, yarning and weaving, come 
sit, listen and learn from jarjums, elders, 
artists and traditional owners. This is the 
perfect place to sit back and take in the 
world’s oldest living culture, celebrated 
and performed by elders-in-training. 
*Yawar is a shared word between Kabi, 
Butchella and Yugurapul that means ‘to 
sing and dance’. 

Baby Play 
Spaces
Any age 

Come and share great stories, explore 
your imagination, or take time out to 
relax and reflect on your day at Out 
of the Box festival. Find a comfortable 
spot to curl up with a book to share 
or gather your energy to play in the 

dedicated space for babies, toddlers, 
preschoolers and their families.Grab a 
book from the selection or get creative 
in the space especially for the older 
kids and their adults. Out of the Box 
festival Play Spaces are a fun, yet gentle, 
environment for you and your child 
to relax and enjoy language and early 
literacy activities together.  King of Kids
2 years and above

No glitter – simply guitar, kazoo and 
rock ‘n’ roll rhymes with King of the 
Kids! The pied piper of little people, 
Tim Jackman will have you under 
his musical spell before you can say 
‘Hickory Dickory Rock!’ You’ll be happy 
and you’ll know it as you join The King 
to dance and sing to a classic set of 
songs about twinkling stars, climbing 
spiders, tipping teapots and a whole 
lot of animals. You’re guaranteed to 
be Feelin’ Groovy by the encore... and 
that’s what it’s all about! King of the 
Kids, Tim Jackman, is an actor, singer 
and guitarist who has been entertaining 
children and adults alike for nearly two 
decades. With guitar, kazoo and classic 
nursery rhymes, Tim brings music and 
rhythm to the heads, shoulders, knees 
and toes of every audience. He was a 
regular favourite at the Sydney Children’s 
Festival and has toured with Play School 
and Bananas in Pyjamas.  Airplay
3 years and above 

New York’s, Air Play merges circus 

and street theatre performance art 
with sculptural artistry. Air Play is a 
circus-style adventure of two siblings 
journeying through a surreal world, 
transforming ordinary objects into 
uncommon beauty. Fabrics dance in 
the wind, balloons have a mind of their 
own, confetti turns into the night sky, 
and an enormous canopy of hovering 
silk forever alters their future. Ride the 
wind and dream with Air Play, a modern 
spectacle that brings to life the very air 
we breathe. Flying umbrellas, larger-
than-life balloons, giant kites floating 
over the audience, and the biggest snow 
globe you’ve ever seen will make you 
gasp in wonder and laugh until it hurts.  
 
 

Dance like No 
One’s Watching
4 years and above
 
Dance... Like No One Is Watching 
is an upbeat celebration of music 
and movement bringing all ages 
together in one giant dance party! 
The Melbourne Street Green will be 
transformed into a giant dance floor 
and you’re invited to drop-in and learn a 
series of choreographed dance moves, 
then bust out your own dance style as 
you groove to songs old and new!
Check back for our Dance Party Playlist 
for a selection of songs to groove to 
as you get ready for the festival, or just 
rock on in and cut your own rug taking 
inspiration from those around you.
To really prepare, we suggest nightly 
post dinner dance parties in your living 
room to really shake your groove thang. 
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 Jarjums
Any Age 

Have you ever wondered what a 
museum curated by children would 
look like? Wonder no more. Keep your 
eye out for Jarjums Life Museum – a 
museum where you won’t see dinosaurs, 
butterflies, king’s crowns or queen’s 
capes - but where you will see through 
the eyes of today’s Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children. Curated 
by children aged 4 to 9, Jarjums Life 
Museum provides an intimate, funny and 
honest view into the lives, experiences, 
ideas and dreams of these young people 
today. The pop-up museums have been 
curated by a number of Queensland 
communities including the coastal 
mob of Minjerribah (Stradbroke Island) 
and the Gold Coast, the urban mob 
of Hymba Yumba Community Place 
and the rural mobs of Cherbourg and 
Goondiwindi. So, look out for Jarjums 
Life Museum dispersed throughout 
the festival site inviting you to discover 
the rich, diverse and intriguing world 
of these children and their special 
communities. 
 

Our Corka Bubs
3 years and below 

Bring your little one to their first 
ever performance – an Aboriginal 
contemporary dance work created 
just for them. Designed specifically for 
very young children, Our Corka Bubs is 
a gentle and interactive ‘play’formance 
that combines captivating storytelling 
with movement and music. Made by 
renowned South Australian Aboriginal 

choreographer Gina Rings and grounded 
in Australia’s First Nation’s culture, the 
performance uses gentle motifs and 
gestural dance along with traditional 
live and recorded sounds. This mixture 
creates a gently interactive and 
transformative work paying attention to 
children’s need to explore the world and 
to feel secure.
It’s an extraordinary opportunity for 
parents and carers to connect with 
their little ones through a shared theatre 
experience.
 

Guru Dudu
4 years and above 

Guru Dudu takes the silent disco 
phenomenon to a whole new level 
with his silent disco walking tours.
Grab some headphones (supplied) to 
hear the hilarious commentary from 
Guru Dudu and a dance-mix of uplifting 
faves from the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s & 00’s 
before he scoots you around QPAC and 
its surrounds. It’s all about opening the 
‘laughter meridians’ and celebrating 
your creative and quirky selves through 
spontaneous flash mobs, interpretative 
dancing, hilarious commentary and lots 
of crazy improvisation. 
 
 

Authors and 
Illustrators
TBC 
 

Portraits
5 years and above 

The tool of every self-portrait is the 
mirror. You see yourself in it. Turn it the 
other way, and you see the world.
Agnes Varda, French film director
In this hands-on workshop, children 
paint their own self portrait. In doing so, 
they’re asked to reflect on questions like: 
How do I want to be seen in the world? 
How is my face a reflection of who I am? 
How do I feel?
Here I Am celebrates the wonderful 
diversity in our society and at the same 
time, explores each individual in their 
own right. We all may have different 
eyes, hair and skin, but we play the 
same, smile the same and laugh the 
same. Every self-portrait created will be 
digitised and added to an ever-growing, 
large-scale window installation. As light 
shines through the QPAC windows, the 
colours and faces of the self-portraits 
wash over everyone who passes by. 
Here I Am invites us to consider that the 
way our children perceive themselves 
may be very different to how we see 
them from the outside. 
 

Slapdash Galaxy
5 years and above 

Shadow puppets in space! Two 
brothers embark on an epic quest to 
find a new home planet. This is the 
tale of Sam and Junior. Two brothers, 
who must flee their barren planet, and 
embark on an epic quest across the 
galaxy. Using the contents of your 
cleaning cupboard, Bunk Puppets’ David 
Geddes conjures up astonishing lo-fi 
theatrical wizardry using only old boxes, 
bubble wrap, drinking straws, tennis 
balls, ping pong bats and old toys. It’s 
a crazy shadow puppet universe, made 
from bits of rubbish.

Award-winning Bunk Puppets, creators 
of Swamp Juice and Sticks Stones 
Broken Bones, present this new, 
delicious, DIY theatre event.
Forget what you think you know about 
shadow puppets, buckle-in and tear 
open your imagination for an epic 
journey with two brothers as they battle 
the bad guys, and find strength in each 
other at warp speed.
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